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L. PATRICK GRAY, acting director of the FBI, talks to newsmen in the Widener Building, 
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L. Patrick Gray, newly ap- 
pointed acting director of the 
Federal. Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, says he has not yet 
found any secret dossiers in 
the bureau’s files. 

But he added that it’s pos- 
sible— -but improbable— such 
papers could exist without the 
director’s knowledge. 

Gray came to Philadelphia 
yesterday to visit the local 
FBI office, one of a series of 
calls he is making on all 59 
major bureau offices around 
the country. ' 

Press Conference 
About 2.30 P.M., after con- 
cluding the "main purpose” i 
of his visit, he held a 20-min- 
ute, fast-paced press confer- 
ence. - The conference was 
held in the private office of 
Special Agent-In-Charge Joe 
D. Jamieson. 

Most of his answers were 
direct, almost rehearsed. But 
he seemed a little unconvinc- 
ing when questioned about the 
secret files. 

j^He was reminded that col-' 
umnist Jack Anderson had 
listed the file numbers of dos- 
siers on -prominent persons 
such as Jane Fonda and Co- 
retta King, widow of Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. 

No Comment,, 

He said he had no comment 
!pn information supplied by 
iAnderson. 

I “He exercised his right as a 

itiPwsajATwrman to writ* 9 rnl- 

( umn,” he said. "If I choose 
! not to read his column that’s 
1 my right, too.” 
j The new TBI chief came up 
| with no really surprising an- 
swers to any of the questions. 

He said he thinks the U. S. 
Supreme Court will find the 
wiretapping laws constitution- 
al and he said this will aid the 
FBI in its fight on organized 
crime. 

The role of the FBI may be 
enlarged “a bit” to let it act in 
"air piracy” cases, he said 
adding he preferred the word 
.piracy to hijacking to avoid 
any “glorification" of a crimi- 
nal act 

Women Agents Possible 
The bureau may well have 



some women agents in the 
field in the future, he said, 
and male agents may have 
longer hair and more colorful 
apparel, he added, fingering 
the cuffs of his own blue shirt. 

But there will be “no garish 
male finery” on the staff, he 
stated. 

He said he expects to be 
acting director “as long as 
the President sees fit” and he 
promised to “open the window 
a little” on FBI operations. 

But he noted that such In- 
formation as the number of 
agents employed by the bu- 
reau or by individual FBI of- 
fices would remain secret in 
order not to "disclose our 
strength to those who want to 
violate the law.” 

Q: There was a decision 
last week by a federal judge 
in Philadelphia that the feder- 
al wiretap law was uncon- 
stitutional. Do you care . to 
comment on that? 

GRAY: I think that some 
United States district courts 

found the law to be con- 
stitutional, some have found it 
not to be constitutional, and 
the issue is now before the Su- 
preme Court in one form. And 
I would like to say that I be- 
lieve that the Congress of the 
United States in enacting- this 
legislation has proceeded 
most carefully. And I further 
believe that eventually this 
law Will be held by the Su- 
' preme Court to be con- 
stitutional. It’s a law that we 
need very, very much to have 
as one of our tools to combat 
organized crime. And we have 
used It to advantage and I 
would like further to say that 
the law is shrouded in protec- 
tive features and it is not in 
my. judgment an uncon- 
^stitutional invasion. 

Q: Isn’t it possible that with 
so many various ramifications 
to that law, that there are 
some areas where the protec- 
tion for the citizen could be 
tightened? 

GRAY: I don’t believe so. 
In the manner in which it is 
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operated now in accordance 
with the provisions of the law 
and the checks that are 
placed upon it and the court 
supervision that is given to 
the utilization of this proce- 
dure, I believe to be ex- 
tremely well-designed to pro- 
tect the constitutional rights 
of all our citizens. 




GRAY: I think at the 
present time the Congress has 
done a very, very fine job in 
developing this piece of legis- 
lation and in its implementa- 
tion I have found it to be 
very, very carefully guarded 
with protective features. And 
without detailed analysis and 
study I certainly wouldn’t 
want to- be stating at this 
point in time that there are 
additional steps that the Con- 
gress could take to Improve 
this particular law. 

Q: Have you found any indi- 
cations touring, the Phila- 



• . . are already 

More 5 ® ffect? More openness? 
More colored shirts, louder 

GRAY: No, I haven’t seen 

finerv^Tho dis P|ay of male 
r T" The people I’ve come 

across appear to me to still 
he very handsome and verv 
neaL 1 believe that this wm 
continued to be the pattern. Of 

ferenre WiU be some dif - 
terences in style. I think 

you’re going t0 fi„ d that the 
hair might be a little longer, 
but it certainly won’t be un- 
£? ft- [ y0u mi § ht find 

are a little bit 
S < £°7 Ul - But really I 
chnir-o S an individual 
£b° lc e now that they know 
how the acting director and 
bve conference of 
the FBI feel about standards 



of grooming and dress. I think 
you’ll see some more colorful 
attire. 

Q: How’s the program 

going for the recruitmnt of 
women into the FBI? 

GRAY: We’re having quite 
a few calls. I don’t know ex- 
actly the numbers of the ap- 
plications that we now have in 
our various field offices. But I 
expect that eventually we will 
have some women who com- 
plete our interviewing pro- 
cesses, our examination pro- 
cesses, and our new-agent 
training and will be joining us 
in our field offices. 

Q: Nobody’s gone Into train- 
ing yet? 

GRAY: Not yet. 

q: When do you expect to 
see the first lady FBI agent? 

GRAY: I don’t really have 
any time schedule on it ex- 
cept to let everyone know that 
I am interested in giving full 
and ■ fair consideration to all 
applications including those 
from women and I think that 
message has premeated the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. 

Q: Along with more recruit- 
ment personnel do you have 
any plans to opened up any of 
the other offices of the FBI 
that have been closed down 
during the past year? 

GRAY: No, I haven’t even 
begun to look into that ques- 
tion. I’ve got so many more 
important things to address 
.myself to that I’ve not consid- 
ered that yet. 

Q: Among the more Impor- 
tant things, does the FBI plan 
to play an enlarged role con- 
cerning the hijacking of com- 
mercial airlines? 

GRAY: I believe that with 
regard to air piracy, as I pre- ' 
fer to call it in order that we 
don’t glorify these individuals 
who seek to cammandeer our 
nation’s aircraft, I believe it’s j 
safe to say that the role of the 
FBI may very well be en- 
larged just a bit. But the 
manner in which it will be en- 
larged I would not be pre- 
pared to discuss. Suffice it to 
say that some two weeks ago 
in Washington the airline 
presidents met with the Secre- 
tary of Transportation, I was 
present, the Assistant Attor- 
ney General in charge of the 



criminal division was present, 
General (Benjamin 0.) Davis 
(assistant secretary of trans- 
portation for safety) was pres- 
ent and we agreed there upon 
some additional procedures to 
be taken. And of course you 
can say that these procedures 
haven’t yet been very effec- 
tive because we have two hi- 
jackings last weekend. And! 
that is true. Perhaps it is too j 
soon to expect these proce- 
dures to be effective. But we ' 



have taken some steps that 
we believe will enhance our 
protective capability. Not just 
within the FBI but within 
the other agencies involved. 

Q: Would you be in a posi- 
tion now to elaborate on these 
expanded plans? 

GRAY: No sir, I would not. 
I would not want to disclose 
our plans with regard to this 
very important matter. And I 
feel the less said about them 
is the better at this time. 

Q: Mr. Gray, how long will 
you be acting? 

GRAY: I expect that I will 
be acting as long as the Pres- 
ident would see fit to keep me 
acting. I have no com- 
mitment from the President 
of the United States and I’ve 
merley been told that I will] 
be among those considered! 
for the permanent |appoint- j 
ment at such time as a per- 
manent appointment is, made. 

Q: Has the President set a 
deadline for -when he will pick 
a .permanent director?, 

GRAY: No. The President 
didn’t indicate any set date to 
me except to say that after 
the election he would consider 
sending to the Senate the 
name of a permanent nomi- 
nee. 

Q: We understand that 

when you took office you were 
told that there were no secret 
dossiers in the FBI files. 
Have you had a chance to 
verify this? 

GRAY: I think to verify it 
Is a very, very large task. Let 
me say that I am proceeding 
on a daily basis to examine 
most carefully the matter of 
files and communications. It 
is one of thirteen agenda 
items that I compiled as ave- 



nues oi inquiry at me very 
outset and I am proceeding to 
have study papers developed 
on each one of these avenues 
of inquiry and I have been 
discussing each of them daily. 
Last week I met .for two days 
at Quantico with the executive 
conference to review each of 
those study papers. And fur- 
z\ther than that the only thing I 
can say to you is that each 
I day that I ask the question as 
to whether or not we maintain 

( secret filed or political dos- 
siers the answer is no, and 
based Upon my study of the 
files to date I have not found 
any such files. But I am con- 
tinuing to study both the 
index system and the filin g 
system. And as you might 
know the index system is kept 
separate from our filing sys- 
tem and over in our filing 
area there are no files by 
name, they are all by num- 
bers. 

Q: Jack Anderson gave you 
the numbers, Mr. Gray. Were 
all those numbers Just a 
bunch of hullabaloo? 

GRAY: I don’t have any 
comment on the information 
that Jack Anderson gave me 
because he didn’t give it to 
me. He exercised his right as 
i 3 newspaperman to write a " 
I column and that’s his right. If 
1 1 choose not to read his column 
J that’s my right, too. But I am 



not responding directly to Mr. 
Anderson or directly to any 
other critic of the FBI be- 
cause I have some tasks to 
carry out. I have some re- 
sponsibilities to discharge to' 
the American people but I’m 
going to do them in my own 
way. I feel those responsi- 
bilities very keenly. So I’m 
proceeding as Pat Gray would 
proceed. 

Q: Do you .mean to indicate 
by your previous answer that 
it’s possible for secret files to 
exist without the knowledeg of 
the director of the FBI? 

GRAY: I think that you’ve 
got to consider that in the 
. realm of Ifuman affairs and 
j human endeavors most any-, 
i thing is possible. But you 
! should not take that to mean 
that I believe it to be prob- 
able. I believe it to be im- 
l probable. But yet possible. 

Q. That wasn’t my question. 







sir. I said did you mean to 
indicate in your previous an- 
swer that such files could 
exist without the knowledge of 
the director of the FBI? 

GRAY: No, certainly not. I 
understand your Question 
now. No there was no intent 
certainly to indicate that. 

Q: Mr. Gray, yesterday’s 
decision in San Jose (Angela 
Davis case) was just one of a 
series of conspiracy trials 
where the charges were found 
by the jury to be not quite 
good enough. Does that dis- 
turb you? 

GRAY: No, it doesn’t dis- 
trub me at all because there 
were more charges there than 
conspiracy charges. There 
were other more serious 
charges as you well know. 
And what we have here is an 
example, I believe, of Ameri- 
can citizens discharging their 
duty to their country by serv- 
ing on a jury, by hearing the. 
evidence presented in open 
co)urt and by making a deci- 
sion in accord with the evi- 
dence, the instructions of the 
judge, and the dictates of 
their own conscience. And I 
think when you find American 
citizens willing to measure lip 
to that responsibility and 
meet- it head on that speaks a 
very great deal not only for 
our citizens but for our judi- 
cial process. And this does not 
disturb me in the slighest. 

Q: Does the recent Supreme 
C<tirt decision about nonun- 
animcms verdicts in noncapit- 
al cases, are you happy with 
that? 

GRAY: It wasn’t disturb 

me at all and actually you 
know the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court are not my area 
of special concern. I head the 
premier investigative agency 
in the world and my concern 
is that agency not really so 
much the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court or the decisions 
of other courts. I am interest- 
ed in them from the stand- 
point of a lawyer and from 
the standpoint of how these 
decisions might affect the 
" work of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. But the fact 
that the Supreme Cqurt elect- 
ed to decide that case . in that 



manner, no It doesn’t disturb 
-me, cause I wouldn’t for one 
minute substitute my judg- 
ment for that of the Supreme 
Court. 

Q: What are you doing here 
today Mr. Gray? 

GRAY: This is one of my 
planned visits to my field of- 
fices. I think this is one of the 
best utilizations of my time at 
the present time. I plan to 
come and visit each field of- 
fice and. let the people who 
are dut here on the front lines 
battling in behalf of the 
American people to enforce 
the laws of the United States 
are doing a tremendous job 
and I think that they should 
see me and get the opportuni- 
ty to measure me -and I 
should see them and get the 
opportunity to measure them 
a nd open the line of commu- 
nication with them so that we 
can perform our work in a 
much better manner for the 
American people. 

Q. In your new opennes pol- 
icy can you say how many 
agents are in the FBI Phila- 
delphia office? 

GRAY: No, sir. I would 
rather not like to say because 
there are some things that we 
can’t talk abrf.it with anyone. 
These are things which go to 
our strengths and to our 
weaknesses and these are 
things which involve informa- 
tion which may be of consid- 
erable assistance to those who 
would like to be in' a little 
freer position to violate the 
laws of the United States. 
Just a basic premise when 
you disclose your strengths or 
your weaknesses you assist 
those who would like to viol- 
ate your laws. So I’m saying 
to all journalists that we’re 
opening the window a little 
bit. But there are some things 
that we can’t talk about and 
we'll try to be very honest 
and candid with you and we’ll 
specify those areas when we 
come up against one and we’ll 
give you our reason and you 
may- very well differ with us. 
And I respect your right to 
differ with us, but I hope that 
won’t affect our respect as 
persons for one another. 
There are going' to be differ- 



ences. 



V Mayor Frank Rizzo pro- 
fessed a close relationship 
with the previous director of 
the FBI. Have you been in 
communication with Mr 
Rizzo? 



GRAY: I have not talked 
with his honor the' mayor 
since my appointment as act- 
ing director. I did receive a 
letter from him asking me if I 
would consider coming to 
Philadelphia to speak on July, 
4 at Independence Day cere- 
monies,- and I believe a letter 
is now -on the way to him ac - 1 
cepting. that invitation to 
come. I believe so deeply in 
our cctmtry and for a celebra- 
tion here in Philadelphia, the. 
convention city of 1787 
would like to come. 

Q: What are your thoughts 
in relation to the controversial 
school-busing situation? 

GRAY: “I think, sir, that 
that’s a subject that I’m real- 
ly not qualified to comment 
upon other than in an individ- 
ual manner and in my official 
capacity as acting director of 
the FBI, I really would, like 
not comment upon that. Per- 
sonally, I feel that the Nixon 
Administration has a record 
in the field of schol desegre- 
gation that is one we can 
point to with pride. And I per- 
sonally was involved with 
compiling a part of that 
record when I went into the 
south in 1970 at the express 



direction of the President^ 
assist those southern states-So 
make that transition from tlfb 
cjual to the unitary school sys- 
tem without confrontation, 3>r 
harm, or bloodshed or jex- 
cessive trauma. And I worked 
with some magnificent cifi- 
zens both black and white in 
the states of Mississippi and 
Georgia and we did a very 
fine job. And I think 0 e 
whole thnist of my own per- 
sonal belief is that this society 
must live as one. And that-we 
must take steps to brjSg 
about the achievement of that 
objective, and that one."bf 
these steps might very well 
be the desegregation of t$r 
schools. And how we do that 
is another matter. The only 
thing I would oppose would be 
to oppose any meat-ax lor 



ham-handed-like' tactics ■ that 
would be doomed to failure 
from the start. And busing 
per se is certainly one of the 
tools available to a school 
board in making its decision 
as to how to proceed in school 
cases. But these are individ- 
ual personal views of mips 
and certainly shouldn’t be at- 
tributed to represent the pok- 
trnn of the FBI, its official Po- 
sition. * 
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Bulldog Image 
Maintained liy. 
New FBI Chief.- 

By HENRY R. DARLING* 

Of The Bulletin Staff ' - 

The FBI may be getting i' 
new image but the bulldog In- 
still part of the picture. ‘ ' 

L. Patrick Gray, the new 
acting director, has the sanji 
tenacious appearance as W 
predecessor, J. . Edgar Hoo- 
ver. 

But whereas Hoover’s re^ 
semblance to the bulldog was- 
mostly a facial thing, it’s an 
overall impression with Gray* 

. He has broad, thick shouU 
ders and a tapering waist. His 
jaw is stern, his eyes steely' 
and his ears — well, a bit 
oversize. 

Firm and Cordial 

But Gray’s bulldog is "a 
friendly one. 

At a press conference in the 
local FBI office yesterday — 
an infrequent occasion ' 'in 
Philadelphia — he was find 
but cordial and com- 
plimentary to reporters. 

He got off on the wrong- 
foot. 6 

When a television reporter 
said his camermen would lie 
a few minutes late, Gray said’ 
he was on a lltight schedule’*' 
and left the room to confer 
with local FBI officials until: 
the camermen showed up. ■- - 
Welcomes Questions , . .} r ~- 

But when the formal ques-' 
tioning was over he told, the 
reporters he welcomed their 



questions. He described them 
as “specaiists in their field” 
and said their task of inforn^ 
>ng the public was an tap£ 
taut one, • 

_? P3 “ ed one of fh® news- 
men on the shoulder as he loft 
the room. 

_ r ? has „ the luiet "command 
presence of the submarine 
commander he once was. But 
he tempers his -military bear- 
ing with the color and free- 

~ has already approved 
for FBI agents. . . 

His shirt is blue, his suit tan 
and. pinstriped and his tie 
wide, bright and figured. 

He is 55 and has had no law 
enforcement experience. But 
he looks fit and healthy with 
the _ wrinkled, ruddy com- 
plexion of an outdoorsman. 
His graying hair is cut short 
possibly as a concession to"i 
deeply receding lialrllne. " ' =- 

At the press conference yes- 
terday, his answers were ani- 
mated, but he sat calmly and 
unsweated in the heat gener- 
ated by both the TV lights 
and the questions. 



Successor to Hoover'.. 1 
To Be in Phila. July 4 - 

i The new acting’ director' of 
\ the Federal Bureau of Investf- 
. gation, L. Patrick Gray, ex- 
pects to come to Philadelphia 
i to deliver the formal address 
jat Independence Hall on'lhs 

Fourth of July. 

f* Gray announced this yes- 
terday at a press- conference 
hehq in response to a ques- 
tion 'about his relations With 
Mayor: Rizzo. =;> 

He said he has received' ah 
invitation to talk at the July 
4 celebration' and a letter is 
being prepared accepting ths 
invitation. -v* 
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